
Calling All Accountants!
Choose Service Over Self-interest
14 January 2021



Welcome to the
webinar!



Date here

PART 1
Introduction and 
Overview
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“Service” Defined 
“Service is the virtue that distinguished the great of all times 
and which they will be remembered by.  It places a mark of 
nobility upon its disciples.  It is the dividing line which 
separates the two great groups of the world - those who help 
and those who hinder, those who lift and those who lean, 
those who contribute and those who only consume. How 
much better it is to give than to receive? Service in any form 
is comely and beautiful.  To give encouragement, to impart 
sympathy, to show interest, to banish fear, to build self 
confidence and awaken hopes in the heart of others - in 
short, to love them and and to show it is to render the most 
precious service.”

Bryant S. Hinckley, as quoted in First Things First by Stephen R. Covey



 Learning Objectives
 At the end of the webinar, participants will learn:

1. Why their story and work matter
2. How the way they think about their work and how they do it 

contribute to their growth as true professionals
3. To appreciate how their work is but a participation in God’s work 

in the world
4. How the accountancy profession evolved from the foundation of 

good theology
5. To get inspiration from colleagues in the profession who made a 

difference in their fields of practice
6. How they can contribute more to the betterment of the 

organizations they serve, community they belong to, and even 
their country and possibly the whole world
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Overview: Our Map for the Journey 
Part 1 – Introduction and overview

Part 2 – Accounting for the Story

Part 3 – Accounting for theology or theology of accounting?

Part 4 – Let’s ask the accountants/panelists

Part 5 – History of accounting and accountants who made history

Part 6 – CCTA and GTP story, how you can become part of it

Part 7 – Engaging the accountants/panelists

Part 8 – Practically speaking…(breakout session)

Part 9 – Got questions?

Part 10 – Wrap up and conclusion
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PART 2
Accounting for 
the Story
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ICE BREAKER QUESTIONS

1.What is your story?
2.Was accountancy your first choice?
3.If yes, why? If not, what and why 

pursue accountancy?
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Let us now take stock of your first 
chosen career or profession

What is your 
Story?
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Is life really a story?

From Orthodoxy by G.K. Chesterton
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We live in a story…

“We live in a story like fish 
in the sea.”

John Dominic Crossan, as quoted in 

Creating Stories that Connect by D. Bruce 
Seymour
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Who is the Storyteller? 

“Child,' said the Lion, 'I am 
telling you your story, not 
hers. No one is told any story 
but their own.” 

― C.S. Lewis, The Horse and 
His Boy
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Who is the Storyteller? 

“God made man because 
he loves stories.”

“Stories have the power to 
root us, define us, give us a 
sense of past and future.”

Elie Wiesel
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Where and how can a story help us?

1. Explain the unusual

2. Teach important things

3. Make things easier to remember

4. Help solve problems

5. Help create identity and community

6. Allow us to share our experiences to others

Source: Creating Stories that Connect by D. Bruce Seymour
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A Bigger Story!

“Each of us wants to be part of something bigger than 
ourselves. Call it purpose, destiny or just as a simple desire 
to get beyond the insufficiencies of our current existence. 
An individual’s yearning to reach outside his life is a seed 
of greatness waiting to bloom – or waiting for a stream of 
inspiration. Carving that stream to people’s heart is a 
simpler task if the endeavor you are leading them is 
attached to a bigger story.”

Mac Anderson and Tom Felteinstein, 

Change is Easy…You Go First: 21 Ways to Inspire Change
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What is the True Story?

“…once you eliminate the impossible 
whatever remains however improbable 
must be the truth.”

Sherlock Holmes in The Sign of Four by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
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Accounting as Storytelling!

“Accountants are the architects of the organization’s 
nervous systems. They design the way the organization 
will sense what is going on inside and outside of itself. 
They create a context that determines the relevant 
questions to ask. They search for ground where the 
organization can position itself for maximum strength and 
flexibility. Their goal should be to design a structure for 
experiential learning.”

Peter Senge, et al, Fifth Discipline Fieldbook
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Accounting as Storytelling!

“If the story behind the numbers is true and fully told, then 
people will change as they hear it – not only at the 
intellectual level, but down at the level of the heart, 
because that is where stories affect us. Truly great stories 
blend head and heart. They produce rational 
understanding, and emotional acceptance. An accounting 
number can be a truly great story.”

Peter Senge, et al, Fifth Discipline Fieldbook



Date here

So, which Story are you in?

“C.S. Lewis 
surprisingly asks 
us, ‘so which story 
are you in?’”
 
Alister McGrath, C.S. Lewis scholar and biographer



Two choices 
(“two roads diverged in the woods”)

# Humanist Model Christian Model

1
Self Narrative (Self-
story)

God Narrative (God-
Story)

2 Horizontal Laws Vertical Laws

3 Attributes Virtues

4 Meaning at Work Meaning to Work

5 Self-Oriented Niche Communal Gift

6 Self Help Divine Help

R. Goosen and R.Paul Stevens, Entrepreneurial 
Leadership: Finding Your Calling, Making a Difference
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PART 3
Accounting for 
theology or theology 
of accounting?
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Can you guess who I am?

“I am St. Matthew, the patron saint of CPAs”
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The Calling of St. Matthew 

Matthew
Jesus

Peter
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The Creation by Michaelangelo



Date here

The Creation of Adam by Michaelangelo
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The hand of Adam touched by the Creator 
and the hand of Jesus pointing at Matthew…
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How did St. Matthew demonstrate his 
faithfulness to his calling?
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And the duty of all these professionals, 
on due occasion, to die for it…

"On due occasion," namely: -
The Soldier, rather than leave his post in battle.
The Physician, rather than leave his post in plague.
The Pastor, rather than teach Falsehood.
The Lawyer, rather than countenance Injustice.
The Merchant-what is his "due occasion" of death?
For, truly, the man who does not know when to die, 
does not know how to live."

John Ruskin, Unto This Last, 1860
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From accounting for theology to 
theology of accounting

“Luca Pacioli’s development and refinement of the modern system of 
financial accounting was not mere mathematics; it was a subset of his 
theology. And that actually makes a lot more sense than it might seem to 
be on the surface, because at bottom, financial accounting is a moral 
science. It is the science of stewards telling the truth to the owners 
towards whom they have an ethical obligation to give an account. The 
fundamental equation of double-entry bookkeeping is 'assets - liability = 
capital', which is really just an algebraic representation of a moral truth: 
Once a corporation has discharged its debts, whatever remains goes to 
the owner.”

Excerpts from The Theology of Financial Accounting in Forbes Magazine, August 18, 2017, by Jerry Bowyer
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From accounting for theology to 
theology of accounting

“Accounting formalism is not enough to keep the system honest. 
Character was needed. There are never enough rules to force people to 
be honest, so you need to find honest people to do the work. The ultimate 
sanction is the final judgment when each person ‘must give an accounting 
for things done in the body’. “I know I lied, but I still followed financial 
accounting standards”, will not cut in on that day. Only a culture of truth 
can produce an accounting system which fulfills its moral obligation to 
shareholders. And only an accounting system that gives decision-makers 
the truth will efficiently allocate capital and promote human flourishing to 
its potential.”

Jerry Bowyer quoting Dr. John Thornton, author of Jesus’ Terrible Financial Advice, 

in his Forbes article, The Theology of Financial Accounting
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The book of Numbers – 4th of the first 
five books in the Bible (Pentateuch)

• Greek –” Arithmoi” - Numbers

• Hebrew – “B’midbar” – “In the 
wilderness”

• Census of the number of Israelites in 
the military

• Faithfulness of God in dealing with a 
people who are often unfaithful
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St Paul the apostle and 
an accountant too!
“it 

On love:

“..it keeps no record of wrongs” 
(1 Corinthians 13:5)

On audit:

“So then each one of us will give
an account of himself to God.” 
(Romans 14:12)
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St Paul the apostle and 
an accountant too!
“it 

On reconciliation:

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come. All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that God was 
reconciling the world to himself not counting 
men’s sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.”

(2 Corinthians 5:17 – 20)
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St Paul the apostle and 
an accountant too!
“it 

On accountability:

“We want to avoid any criticism on 
the way we administer this liberal gift.  
For we are taking pains to do what is 
right, not only in the eyes of the Lord 
but also in the eyes of men.”

(2 Corinthians 8:20 – 21)



Date here

Joseph the dreamer and his 
account-ability! 

“With me in charge, my master 
does not concern himself with 
anything in the house; 
everything he owns he has 
entrusted to my care. No one is 
greater in this house than I am. 
My master has withhold 
nothing from me except you, 
because you are his wife. How 
then could I do such a wicked 
thing and sin against God?” 

(Genesis 39: 8 – 9)
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Jesus used accounting terms 
in his parables!

On risk:

✔ 5 talents to 10 talents!

✔ 2 talents to 4 talents!

✔ 1 talent to 1 talent?
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PART 4
Let’s ask the 
accountants/
panelists



Date here

Matthew Gadsden
Global Trust 

Partners

Gina Santos-Detera
PwC Philippines

Lean Jeff Magsombol
DivinaLaw

The Panelists
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Matthew Gadsden
Global Trust 

Partners

Let’s ask Matthew…

How does  knowing 
accounting as storytelling or 
accountants as truth-tellers 
and our chosen profession, 
accountancy, being founded 
on moral science and good 
theology change the way you 
do your work at GTP and 
organizations you serve on a 
volunteer basis, if any?
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Gina Santos-Detera
PwC Philippines

Gina, what do you think?

You participated in the 
Lausanne Global Workplace 
Forum held here in Manila last 
June 2019.  What important 
learning about work and the 
workplace did you take away 
from that Forum that you would 
want to share with our webinar 
participants today?
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Lean Jeff Magsombol
DivinaLaw

How about LJ, tell us why pursue 
law…

You are already an 
experience Associate in 
PwC and have been 
teaching in the university, 
your Alma Mater I 
suppose.  Who inspired 
you to pursue another 
degree and become a 
CPA lawyer now?  
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PART 5
History of accounting
and accountants
who made history
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How well do you know Luca Pacioli?
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Lever to Archimedes, Ledger to Luca

“Give me a balanced ledger and a budget,
and I will move the financial world.”

Luca Pacioli, 1495 A.D.
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Luca’s 3 things needed for business 
success (from his Summa):

1.Cash and/or credit

2.A good accountant

3.Proper internal 
control
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Luca’s legacy lives on…

“Key problems faced by the developing 
merchant class in 16th century Italy such 
as efficient use of economic capital and 
unrealized human capital are surprisingly 
similar to those of contemporary 
developing economies.  Pacioli’s solution 
focused largely on developing human 
capital through business education.” 

Excerpts from an article in the Journal of Religion
And Ethics (February 2020), Pacioli, Popes and the 
Bottom Billion: A Timeless Perspective on Economic 
Development  by Charles J.Coate, Mark C. Mitschow, 
Ryan O’Connor 



Date here

The Divine Appointment between 
Luca Pacioli and da Vinci
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How did Luca Pacioli influence 
da Vinci?

In 1496, Luca Pacioli, arrived in Milan 
when he was aged about 50, a few years 
older than Leonardo.  He had made his 
name with Summa Arithmetica.

Leonardo was immediately attracted
to the mathematical monk and studied
his treatise (from which he copied
many pages).  He mentions him often
in his notes, calling him, maestro Luca.

Serge Bramly, biographer of da Vinci
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Pacioli tutored da Vinci in the 
multiplication tables!

“Luca Pacioli was the man who 
brought double entry bookkeeping 
to the attention of the business 
managers of his day – and tutored 
Leonardo da Vinci in the 
multiplication tables.”

Peter Bernstein, Introduction to Against the 
Gods, The Remarkable Story of Risk
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When Luca Pacioli published his other book, The Divine 
Proportions, da Vinci drew the illustrations for the book
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Balance and symmetry in da Vinci’s mural masterpiece, 
The Last Supper, was influenced by Luca Pacioli
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Who is who in the accounting profession?
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The whistleblowers (truth-tellers):

Who is who in the accounting profession?

Sherron Watkins - Enron Cynthia Cooper - Worldcom Heidi Mendoza – AFP Funds
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The nation movers:

Jose Diokno

Who is who in the accounting profession?

Nicanor Reyes Sr.
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The accounting firm leaders:

Who is who in the accounting profession?

Cora dela Paz-Bernardo

Tammy Lipana

Joaquin Cunanan

Washington Sycip

Carlos Valdez
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Our parish priest/pastor:

Who is who in the accounting profession?

Fr. Joel Sulse Pastor Bong Saquing
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The government officials:

Who is who in the accounting profession?

            Senator Manuel Villar Cesar Purisima – Finance Secretary
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The entertainers:

Who is who in the accounting profession?

Ryan Cayabyab The Greatest Showman
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The homemaker

Who is who in the accounting profession?
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The accountant makers:

Who is who in the accounting profession?
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Of course, your facilitator!

Who is who in the accounting profession?
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A brief accounting of my own 
story…

• Made a living through it in my 20s

• Pursued it as a career in my 30s

• Chose to be a partner of an accounting firm in my 40s

• Made a difference in the world through it in my 50s

• Now, hoping to leave a legacy through my chosen profession



Date here

PART 6
CCTA and GTP
and how you can 
become a part of it
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Brief sketch of the accountants missionary 
journey through God’s work in CCTA and GTP 

• Ruth Callanta of CCT and  Bishop Efraim Tendero of PCEC cast the vision 
of a PAG in the Philippines, like ECFA in the US (2010)

• Christian Stewardship Association (CSA) leaders caught the vision (2010)

• Anjji retires from PwC Philippines; integrity talk at CSA AGM (2011)

• Invited to join the CSA board of trustees (2011)

• Forms CSA “ECFA task force” (2011)

• Incorporates Christian Council for Transparency and Accountability, Inc. 
(2012)

• Organizes and holds capacity building sessions on good governance 
(2013 – 2014)

• Invited to join the first ECFA International Accountability Summit in Dallas



Date here

“Great pictures. I found myself hearing the worship songs 
we sang together in the background as I flipped through 
them. Beautiful global network of brothers and sisters.”

Dr. Gary Hoag, Summit Facilitator

How Great is our God

Amazing
Grace

Great is Thy
FaithfulnessGive Me Jesus Lord I Need You

From ECFA website to Dallas, Texas…



From Kenya to Manila (Oct 2015)



 “I shall return to the Philippines!” 
– Gary Hoag, June 2017 



Our missionary journey from Manila, Hong 
Kong, Australia, Korea, Dubai…
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What ECFA (and CCTA and GTP too!) is 
about
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What are the 7 Standards of Responsible Stewardship

ECFA CCTA

1. Doctrinal issues 1. Espoused values and beliefs

2. Governance 2. Governance

3. Financial oversight 3. Financial oversight

4. Use of resources and compliance with laws 4. Use of resources and compliance with laws

5. Transparency 5. Transparency

5. Compensation setting and related party 
transactions

6. Related party transactions and conflict of 
interest policy

7. Stewardship of charitable gifts 7. Stewardship of charitable gifts



Date here

Enhancing trust and mobilizing Peer Accountability Group (PAG)
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Starting the PAG movement in Indonesia 
before the COVID crisis (February 2020)
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How can I be involved with CCTA?

✔ I want our organization to become
a member of CCTA 

✔ I want to know more about these 
Organizations (GTP and CCTA). 
Send me more information

✔ I want to volunteer as validator 
offer my services on a volunteer 
basis



Date here

PART 7
Engaging the 
accountants/
panelists
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Matthew Gadsden
Global Trust 

Partners

Gina Santos-Detera
PwC Philippines

Lean Jeff Magsombol
DivinaLaw

Let’s engage Matthew, Gina and LJ
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I have this question for you..

“Do you serve an organization on a 
volunteer basis? How do you see the 
difference in terms of work 
motivation between your 
remunerated and volunteer work?”
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PART 8
Practically speaking...
(Breakout session)
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Practically speaking…

1. “Do you serve any organization on a 
volunteer basis? How can you help 
them more by using your giftedness as 
an accountant?

2. “If you are not yet involved in any 
volunteer work, how do you want to 
start helping one in your community?
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PART 9
Got questions?
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PART 10
Wrap up and 
conclusion
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Remember when we began with telling each 
other’s story, and being reminded of the 
bigger Story?

“Each of us wants to be part of something bigger than 
ourselves. Call it purpose, destiny or just as a simple desire to 
get beyond the insufficiencies of our current existence.  An 
individual’s yearning to reach outside his life is a seed of 
greatness waiting to bloom – or waiting for a stream of 
inspiration. Carving that stream to people’s heart is a simpler 
task if the endeavor you are leading them is attached to a 
bigger story.”

Mac Anderson and Tom Felteinstein, 

Change is Easy…You Go First: 21 Ways to Inspire Change
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What on earth are we here for 
(our life’s purpose)?

1. To become genuine human beings, reflecting God 
in whose image we are made

2. Worship and mission

3. We can only do this by following Jesus (“Follow 
me”)

4. Through the work of the Holy Spirit our character is 
transformed

N.T. Wright, After You Believe, Why Christian Character Matters



Remember who (and Whose) you 
are!

“For it is by grace you have been saved through faith – 
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by 
works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s 
workmanship* created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
(Ephesians 2: 8 – 10)

• In other translations “workmanship” is “masterpiece”

• Greek word is “poema” = poem
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Then put your Purpose to work!

You are a STEWARD

Entrusted with a GIFT

To fulfill a PURPOSE unique to YOU



When we began our journey, these are the 
objectives we wanted to achieve. Let us 
review them together.

1. Why your story and your work matter
2. Understand how the way they think about their work and how 

they do it contribute to their growth as true professionals
3. Appreciate how their work is but a participation in God’s work in 

the world
4. Learn how the accountancy profession evolved from the 

foundation of good theology
5. Get inspired by colleagues in the profession who made a 

difference in their fields of practice
6. Explore opportunities how they can contribute to the betterment 

of the organizations they serve, community they belong to, and 
even their country and possibly the whole world
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Thank you!Thank you!
The true joy in life is in being used for a purpose!



Visit 
cctaspace.com

and 
gtp.org

to learn more
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